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itßcirnociTv wins in a gallop.
bailey, of Texas; Clnrko, of Ar*

kottsns, and Simmons, of North Cnro- Jlliia, were the only Democrats in the
Senate who voted against the rod-
proclty bill yesterday, and thoy were
in very bad oompany. The bill was |passed precisely us It left the House, by
a vote of C3 for to 27 against. All the
amendments which w ere offered to the
measure, and which were offered large¬
ly for the political purposes of the In-
syrgent Republicans, were rejected In
one, two, three order, and Uie bill went
through on Its merits. The President
,is to be heartily congratulated upon
the success of this legislation, anil the
Democrats In both House and. Semite
ore to bo especially felicitated upon
their splendid attitude towards this
measure, the best piece of constructive
legislation that was ever attempted
by a Republican Administration. With¬
out the support of the Democrats It
.would have felled, and the opening
door of commercial freedom would"
have been olosed. Pnderwood Raw this,
and under his leadership the Dem >-

crats proved that they were bigger
than nny mere partisan question; that
the Interests of the country loomed
larger with them than the possible
nd vantage to be pained by an Admin¬
istration that Is not of their political
faith.

It Is to be regretted that there has
Jbccn so great delay In the passage of
this bllli that the Insurrertos were
suffered to use the Senate for tho ac¬

complishment of their factional ends;
that even three Democrats could be
found who would lend themselves to
the tricks of the traders; that tho
Government has been put to the enor¬
mous expense of the present extraor¬
dinary session of Congress; that the
cheapest and most Irresponsible of the
¦Senators should hnve been permitted
to keep the Congress In session
thronen all the sweating nnd confusion
of the last six weeks Mr. Taft comes
oat of this fleht stronger than ever,
and his enemies In his own political
household have only themselves" to
blame for the d'strust with which all
their efforts hereafter must be regard¬
ed by the country. I
The reciprocity treaty, as Senator]

Wesley It Jones said In his spoo.h
last Thursday In support of tho bill,
"will Injure no Industry here, hut will
stimulate all. It will n«t decrease the
price of wheat, but should give us
lietter and cheaper flour. It should
.widen our market for manufactured
products, thereby giving more employ*
ment to labor und Increasing the do¬
mestic demand fur form products. II
adds to the total of our Internal trade,
the trade and commerce of n territory
as great as our own. to be peopled a d
developed by men and women of the
pame/ race... qh»racter. needs, desires,
hopes, ambition and destiny ns our
own. nnd whose trade Is far more de-
airqble thnh that of many times the
same number of people of any other
race or clime. It Insures perpetual
peace between the two people"

It ought to reduce the cost of living
In some parts of the country, partlou-J
Jnrly in the States near thj- Canadian
line; It will give us cheaper lumber,
cheaper paper, cheaper butter nnd rggs
and ch'ekens, and will eventuate in
the removal of the duties on many
articles not Included In the present
pact, and. bettor still. In the final
¦breaking down of other tariff walls
and other restraints of trade, it will j
make a larger market for American
goods in Canada, and will give Canada
in return n 1'ireer chance in the United"
States. Last year the exports "f Canada
to the United States Amounted In value
1«' 1110,611,327, und tho Import trade
of Canada from tli«; United Stat<-s-
amounted In valttc to $230,070.M0. We
fold Canada $128,450,222 more than we
bought from Canada. We shall doj
batter when tile reciprocity treaty goes'
Into effect.

Th>- besl thing about the whole mat-
tor Is that it Is the hrst breach thai
has hef-n made in tho tariff wall It
means that It will be easier hereafter
to correct other abuses of our tariff
system; that 'here will bo greater
competition for tho trade of tho world,
and to this good eav.se the Democrats
have [Hedged their sacred honor. Sorry
for Balloy. It would have been better
for him and for the party If he hud
Insisted oh his resignation. Tho people
of North Carolina will probably trim
Simmons in the Senatorial race now lit
progress, and as for t'larke. wc can
afford to -leave him In tho hands of
Jeffries Davis. There is glory enough
In the passage of the bill for nil who
supported it. whether they he Demo¬
crats or Republicans. Our most ro-

ppectful compliments to Underwood!
end congratulations to Mr. Taft, it'
ts a great victory for him. even If hoi
did have to depend on t'nderwood and !
Clork, the Speaker, and the rest of;
the noble army of Democrats to win
. Kainst th« hosts of Beelzebub whö
Wire arrayed against >'lm and the
people in this fight.

Tlllä COLONEL AM) THB STBBIj
Till ST.

Chairman Stanley, of the House Com¬
mittee charged with the investigation
of tin- United Stales Steel Trti.t, said
the other day that when President
Roosevelt consented to the acquisition]
of the Tennessee Coal and Iron Com-
IMtny, h«> assured tho Trust k mo-
nopoly of tin- ores bi the American con-;
tllient to tho end of time, lie did not
charge that .Mr. Roosevelt had "done;
it a purpose/' but that his notion in
the matter had practically had this
result. It was also brought out In the
Investigation that the Steel Trust had
been "on spooking terms" with the au
thoritles tit Washington during all the
period <>f Its greatest activities; that
Chairman Gary, <>f the Steal Trust, suid j
In 1900 that 'Sve have been in constant!
communication with Commissioner Car-
ficld.tand more or less with the Presi¬
dent himself concerning those mat- j
tors," and thai "up to date
they have made no complaint of
us whatever," which does not prove
anything at all excopt that the Steel i

Trust had the ear of the Adinlnlslru-|
tton, and finally pulled the wool overt
Its eyes, with the result that it got alt
that it wanted, and got it under the
sanction of law, or with the approval of
the Government.
There was always at the White

House during Mr. Roosevelt's admlnls-1
nation constant thrcutenlngs and
slaughter of the predatory Interests,
With the result that nothing was done
to scotch the werk of these i^oplo or
to bring the corporations to time. The
halt bus not yet been told. It will come
out after the Democrats obtain full
control of the Government next year
atul such a clearing up of mysteries as

there will bo will shock tho Amcrlcnn
consciousness, If there really bo any¬
thing like that left As Genorul Grant
said when tho Whiskey Trust was un¬

covered: "Let no guilty man escape,"
wo may nil say now about tho traders
who nourished at the National Capital
when the One and Only was lord of
all he surveyed and the llttlo rascals
shook in their shoes becauso tho big
ones were In close touch with the Ad¬
ministration.

A Q.UESTIOX or itOSSEiS.
The New York Legislature might

have been worse, even In the opinion
of Tho World, which has been trying
to direct Its work without very strik¬
ing success, it is t<> be- "condemned]
quite as much for its blunders as for
Its sins," and Its blunders consisted in
the main, so far as we ure able to Judge
at this distance, of Its refusal to be
guided In Its conduct by tho untcrrit'ted
and Irresponsible newspapers of tho
Metropolis. It did not elect tlio I'nltcd
States Senator the pnpers thought it
ought to elect; It did not reject the
appointment of a Judge of the Supreme
Court the papers thought should not
have been appointed; It passed a lot
of bills tho papers thought It should
not have passed. "In leadership. Gov¬
ernor I~)lx has failed. H* 'a '« good
business Governor.' but Governorship Is
not n business." "lie has made many
excellent appointments; but where he
has stoejpod open-eyed to exceedingly
had ones the Tammany boss has been
the gainer und the moving power."
"The Democracy of New York needs
leadership. . . The people can crush
bosslsm when they will. Shall Murphy
re-elect Taft'.'"
Not so long as "the people can crush

bos«isni when they will." Not so long
as The World will fight on the side ot
the people and will cons, nt thai it shall
not exercise the exclusive right to boss
the Democracy of New York It is
hardly fair that It should wish to pun¬
ish all the rest of the country because
Murphy will not do what It iiisi.-l >- thai
Murphy shall do: because Pix has not
accepted its leadership: because he Is
"n good business Governor." nnd not a

more political manipulator; because he
has proceeded on Ihe assumption that
he Is the Governor and not the Legis¬
lature of the Slate.

smith for nr.ni.iN.
The Vlrglnlnil-Pllöt second- the sug¬

gestion of The Times-Dispatch thai
President Taft could not find n better
man to send to Berlin ns United States
'Ambassador to Germany than Dr. Al-
phonsc Smith, of (he University of Vir¬
ginia. If Ihe President will think about
i; a minute, he will come to the same
conclusion, and send Smith. if the
President will think about it a little
more, he will find that while he has
been very Jilsl to Ihe South In his np-
polntinenls to high places In the domes¬
tic service of the Government, he has
actually given the South no represen¬
tation whatsoever In the diplomatic
service, lie probably will admit Hint
the South Is a tolerably big pnrt of tho
United States, and that It should have
a little Iii of recognition in other
lands.

vtiiai.17.i3u regulation of
i! \ i lhoa us.

Interstate Commerce Commissioner
Franklin K I.ano. at a recent meeting
..r the Commonwealth Club of Snn
Francisco, spoke of the general and
inevltabit tendency of the process of
railroad regulation in the direction of
centralisation, in the most Important
s.-nse transportation Is national rather
Hum local In Its bearing. Any logical
method of regulation must treat it as
a whole rather than take it up in
parts.
Local rules for transportation must

be regarded in their relation to the
IticomQ of a complete railroad system
in such a way that, the Intoreats of nil
concerned may have their proper
weight. As Mr. Lane explained!
"The lime Is coming when We must

rrgurd Ihe railroads as wie groat mo¬
nopoly, as roads that must exist, and
thot must yield a fair return to thestockholders! The time must come
when the power to tlx rates and lo
regulate must be In t'Jle hund:> of one

contra) body, when the Railroad Com¬
mission of California must bi> part of
our central body. It Is not wise. It
appears to me. to have forty-seven
unrelated bodies tlxlng rntes In the
several States. Kvcntually, we will
have one ventral regulating authoritywith subdivisions throughout the
country.

.'We* probably will Und soon a com¬
mission to regulate the great trades,
the great trusts. Our business stand¬
ards are large. It Is now practicallyImpossible to do business confined to1
a Single city, but It reaches to several
Slate and across to foreign coun¬
tries."
The courts have already begun

to show a disposition to view all
transportation as a port of interstate
commerce In tho sense that even
Wholly local rntes must be looked
upon In their bearing on the revenue
Of railroad systems doing an Inter-
state business. Tho obligation to do-
tormina such rates ns will pay a ron- jBonablo return on the whole invest¬
ment makes rates between Intraatate
points n factor In national regulation.

AMA7.ING INCREASE IN LAND
VALVES.

in the last ten years, according to I
the Census Bureau, tin- value of farm
lands in the United States has;
doubled, having Increased during thisr
period 915,252,788,000, or IIS per cent.
In 1900 these lands were valued nt $13,-!
o.", 1.033.000, and the lust census shows,
that they are now worth $28,383,821,-1
000.
This Is an enormous Increase. Who-

ther the Increased value is merely thoi
holding value and not the assessed
vahie. we are Uliable to say. There jought to he some way of ascertaining
the value of land for purposes of taxa¬
tion, and this Is one of tho most Im¬
portant questions with which the Tax
Commission ling to deal In this State
and tho boards of equalization In all
tho States. It hns beon found that
the tax-dodgers are not confined to
any special class of the population.
TUR NORTH'S SECOND AWAKENING.
Reward thought that the Confederacy

would collapse In ninety days. The
people lip North thought so, too. Then
came tho First Rattle of Manassas
and the Northern delusion was dis¬
pelled. "There was no more talk of
three months' men or n ninety days'
war." ns the Manchester (N. H.) Union
says. Recruiting begun for three
years, and the war went on. "There la
no more remarkable phenomenon in
the whole history of the war," said
Pollard In his history, "than the dis-1
play of fully awakened Northern en-j
orgy In It. alike wonderful In tho in¬
genuity of its expedients and In the
concentrated forco -of Its action."
The North had found the South. Just

as In tho years that have followed the]
close of hostilities it hns found out
still another South, the Industrial and
commercial and _niaterl.il South; a
greater South, from the cold-blooded
New Hampshire business point of view,!
than the South In arms. This Is the
second awakening of the North, and
there will be no AppomattOX or
Greensboro in this struggle for the In¬
dustrial supremacy nf tho country.

HIGHWATER MARK.
Tho cost of living In the United States

Is high, and It Is getting higher; but
there Is at least one place In which it
exceeds the mark set in this nation.
A Buenos Ayrea correspondent of the
Sun gives some figures comparing!
prices In his city and In New York,
with Argentina money expressed In
American gold values Here nre some
of the comparisons: Quinine (100 two-
grain capsules).New York 25 cents,
Buenos Ayrea $4 SO; huts.New York
$5, Buenos Ay res ?'..:,; American shoes
.New York $5, Buenos Ayres $'.'0 to
$25; shirtwaists.New York $5; Buenos
Ayres $30; collars.New York two for
25 cents, Buenos Ayres $1; laundering
shirt.New York 10 cents, Buenos
Ayres r.O cents: envelopes.New York
twenty-five for 5 cents, Buenos Ayres
50 cents. Bonbons for feminine con¬
sumption cost about $6 the pound, so
that Ihe customary live pounds sent In
this country would amount to $2.",. A
pot of coffee, with milk and sugar (for
one person), comes to SO cents In Bue¬
nos Ayres. Ico-walcr Is 5 cents the
glass. Meat, however. In that country
is home-raised and Is cheap.

Al l. roll WILSON.
Two factions of tho Democratic

party In Pennsylvania arc vituperating
each other fiercely, but they have Just
met sopnrntoly mid agreed, a ; If by
instinct, to Indorse Woodrow Wilson
for President. There were present
and participating old-fashioned Demo¬
crats who thought well of Harmon,
but Wilson carried each faction by
a largo majority. Chnmp Clark's name
was hardly mentioned.
This looks well for Wilson. It Indi¬

cates that the New Jersey man Is most
aggressively In the Held, and Is popu¬
lar, Tho vote of Pennsylvania in the
national convention will be n good
fat one, and will mean a substantial
gain for tho Scholar of Princeton.

A DRAMATIST'S DEFENSE.
Paul Potter hns scruples about

his nrt, for ho has lately written a
"Dramatist's Defense of Himself" in n
current magazine. His scruples nre
not readily apparent after rending the
article, but they must exist, because
they seem to offer the only explanation
for the writing of the article. Tak-
Ing hia scruples lor granted, It Is In¬
teresting to note Ihe construction of
the drnmutiul's "defense."
The article Is entitled "Why I Write

'Risky' Plays." The defensive note Is
immediately discerned. In tho first
paragraph tho author states that
formerly when Introduced to people
ho was referred to as tho author of
..Trilby," but that now he is usually
spoken of as the literary parent of
"The Girl From RcctotV and "The
Queen of the Moulin Rouge/' lie
hastens lo add thai "my feelings nre
not hurt." s

"Good or ill repute matters little to

a playwright." ho continues bravely.
"II is the quality of hia work that
matters.*' Mr. Potter puts nil ihn |Mamo on the long-suffering and con-
venlontly impersonal public, '.'Writing
plays Is only n business alter nil, and.
like any other business, to be sue-
Cessftll It must satisfy a popular de-
ma ml. Mere grossnosn nnd vulgarity
never drew a dollar oven in the bur-
lesquo houses. m writing n play
which the prudes call .risky' ] have tö
devise or pick up amusing oompllcn-
Ilona und the fun, mind you, must bo jgenuine." Mr. Potter goes on to say
that both "The Queen of the Moulin
llouge" and "The Olrl Prom Hector's"
made fortunes for tholr producers.
Who Is to blame? Tile public. bocoUBO
It likes and "orders" risque plays.
Mr. Potter la hot responsible. He
merely did what he was paid to do. i
Anything is Justifiable, according to |his theory. If you got enough money
for It.

WASTEKUI. WOMEN.
It Is apparent that the odltors of n

bulletin lately Issued by the Univer¬
sity of Wisconsin have u very low
idea of women, for they call atlen-
tlon to tho fact that DO per cent, of
the $10,000,000,000 spent in this coun-
try for food, shelter and clothing is
disbursed by women, who, according
to the bulletin, "have no adequate
knowledge of money matters." This
is in the nature of a challenge, and
by many will be taken as ait outrage-
ous libel on tho intelligence of house¬
wives.
The bulletin goes further and ad¬

vises that a course In homo economics
be followed, and that a rigid system
of training bo Insisted upon. It says
that this will overcome the faults of
the average home-maker who expends
money as her mother did before her,
or as her - elghbor now does.

This Is all very well, but the truth
Is that women uro naturally better
buyera than men. They are born hag¬
glers and close bargainers, and there
Is no "sporty" sentiment In them.
What would he better would be n
severe course for husbands, teaching
them the advisability of turning over
all their money to their wives.

WATER WITH MEALS. -j"Entirely too much time Is spent In
learning nnd then in unlearning
tilings about health." says the Boston
Cllobe. As soon as we get into tho j
habit of following some generally ac¬

cepted rule of diet along comes some

expert or physiological chemist or

dletarlan who tells us that the rule
Is all foolishness.
Because all the doctors and all the

books on hygiene have told us that
drinking large amounts of water with;
our meals is injurious, because It dl-
lutes the gnstrlc Juice nnd disturbs
'.'the normal rhythm of the digestive
functions," whatever that ^s, we have
followed the suggestion.
This Is all a mistake, according to

a physiological chemist at the Univer¬
sity of Illinois. He took a young man
twenty-two years old ami put him on
a normal diet and lot him drink at
first half a glass of wator at each
meal and then gradually Increase
the amount until the subject was swal-
lowing three pints of water at each
meal. The results were most gratify-
tng. The young man "throve und
spread himself like a green bay tree."
He gained steadily In weight and in
strength. The flow of gastric Juice
was stimulated and the processes of;
digestion, assimilation arid excretion jwere "much facilitated."

THK WELCOME HOME.
(Selected for The Times-Dispatch.)
"When he was yet a groat way off,

his father sow him, and had compas-l
slon.".St. Luke xv. 20.
Many years ago a young French sol-!

dier lay sick and seemingly dying, lie
had left his homo to tight for his coun-j
try. The fatigues und hardships of

'war had told on him until he felt he
was dying. His father was sent for, and
took the long Journey to his son-.-:
Siek bed Nothing seemed to rouse the
young soldier. Food and delicacies of
all kinds had boon offered him. but he]
would say, "I am not hungry." When
his father came he brought a coarse
loaf of rye bread, such an his son had
always had at home, and he said to;
him, "Son, eat this; It was made at1
home, by your mother."
"Bread from home!" the very words

gave appetite, and the young man not
.inly took the bread, but from the mo¬
ment he began to eat and Improve.

It is a sign or returning health when
we long for the bread of home. The
prodigal came to himself, and turned
with loathing from his former food.
The sinner who comes to himself Is
sick of the taste of sin. He longs for
the spiritual food of his Father's
House, the bread of life In the Hlcssed
Sacrament.
Tho prodigal felt as wo all feel, that

he was not worthy, yet he did not fear
to go home and nsk to bo fed. Some
of us stay away and st/irve our souls
because we fear wo are not lit to draw
near, but Christ came to call sinners
to repentance nnd to savo them.
Even as the prodigal came trusting

in bis Father's love, so must wo trust
In our Father's löve nnd feel sure that
He will forgive us and do fnr more
even than tho fathor Of the prodigal.
There is no eyesight so keen as

that of a parent. "When he was yet a

great way off he saw him. nnd had
compassion on him." God, our

Heavenly Fa her. moots the penitent
sinner half way. Tho faintest sigh of
sorrow for our sin is heard by the over-

watchful tar of God. But wo must ro-
memi er, God will only savo us from
our sins, not In mir sins. Wo cannot

intentionally keep our sins and huvo
God's pardon ulso. If we live tho life
"f tin- wicked, wc ca-nnot realize tho
pen o if tit,- blessed. It was only nf-
tt-r tho urodlgal had arisen and gone

to his father that the father met him
half way. anil had compassion on htm
Wo must see our sins before we can
be sorry for them', and we must be sor¬
ry for them before we can humbly
oonfess them to God. our Father,
The prodigal had lo confess, "l havo

sinned against Heaven and berore thee.
and am no more worthy to be called
I by son." before he was received Onco
moro into his father's favor. All of us
have sinned and gone astray In somo
degree; In thought, or In word, or In
deed, some of our sins of the body
anil some sins of the soul. While we
have nil Sinned we have not all re¬
pented. Wo have not risen and gone
to our Father, we have not sought Him
through Ills Son, our Saviour, bet uu
cast aside our foolish thoughts of be¬
ing no worse than our neighbors, and
remembering our faults of to-day and
of long ago, confess them fully and
freely to God. who will forgive us our
Bins. He will sco us a groat way otf,
nnd hove compassion on us. Our souls,
for which Christ died on tho cross, will
bu cleansed from all sin. Lot us turn
to (he Bible and rend tho story of our
Saviour's agony and remember It was
for our sins. We must each be even as
tiie prodigal, deeply penitent and ab¬
solutely trusting in His love, who Is
our Father in Heaven Wo must each
feel, "1 know in whom I have believed."
We must arise- and go to Him, remem¬
bering those blessed words of comfort:
"Whomsoever cohieth to Me, l will In
no wise cast out."
Many of us are iis.ee! a great way

off, but with all our weakness we want
to forsake our sin, and come to Clod
In peace, pet us come In all our un-
ertainty and weakness, believing and
trusting that close to our God In our

Father's house alone shall we find
safety, pardon and peace.

"Tho Dickens' Hat" will bo the fash¬
ionable style of woman's headgear next
fall. It has a peaked crown anywhere
from eighteen Incites to three feet In
height, has a. narrow, straight brim,
Is ornamented with feathers and rib¬
bons, "set at tho back of tho hat,
with a'falling forward effect," and will
cost more than most men can afford
to a;.- for it. Besides, it win make
pretty faces look ugly, nnd homely
laces appear as if they wero not really
fashioned to be seen In public.

We would have the Virginian-Pilot to
understand once for all that Mr. Bryan
Is not an emu. or anything like an emu.
He represents the proud bird of Amer¬
ican fr.-edom, and If he wants the nom¬
ination for President, all he lias to do
Is to say so. Else why Is It that all
tho candidates In esse and in posse
are waiting to hear what ho says and
are willing to answer his questions'.'

According to the Baltimore Star,
Woodrow Wilson has declined positive¬
ly to act as a Judge at a baby show,
which goes to show that the School¬
master Is "something of a politician,"
after all.

Thinks Well of Vardnnmn.
To the Uditor of The Timej-Uispaten:Sir..Iu tire editorial column of
your issue of the 12th instant, you
most unjustly and unreasonably at¬
tempt to defame the character of
James K. Vardaman, of Mississippi.l um a resident of Richmond, wasborn and reared there, hiuI have been
a reader of your paper since childhood,and I respectfully ask that you publish'this communication in your "The
Voice of the People" column.

1 have known James K. Vurdaman
personally lor years, and i know him
lo be u mau of culture, reHnement und
ability, as well as the Intended victim
of u crowd of machine politicians who
would keep from Office all honorable
men who do not "take orders from
headquarters." You "rap" the good
peojdo of Meridian, Miss., because they
indorse and applaud tiie man of their
led. e You criticize them for hav¬

ing Vurdaman ride through their
streets in a ''chariot" drawn by white
horses, when In our own State of Vir¬
ginia one of tho leading candidates
in our senatorial light rides in a
"chariot" drawn by "yellow dogs."
James K. Vardainan has been before

the people for years, and has been
honored by the voters of his Stato
with many positions of trust. Every
single one of these lie has filled with
honor, anil no Governor of our own
Virginia can point to the years of his
term of olHi e and the oitlciai and un-
ulhclal acts thereof with greater pride
than can James IC. Vardaman; of Mis¬
sissippi.
Your suggestion Hint Vardaman

should have "a hundred and sixty
ebony Mlssisslppiahs chained to his car
of triumph, etc," is particularly in¬
appropriate. In view of ills record and
policy towards the blacks of Missis¬
sippi while hi- was Governor.

I do not recall another Southern
Governor who ever went so far as to
confiscate n railway engine and car
(over the protest of the railway com¬
pany) nnd carry thereon n company of
Slate militia to rescue a negro brute
from tho hands of a mob. Vardaman's
well defined Ideas regarding the negro
may seem radical, but they arc In¬
dorsed by thousands throughout the
South, and time will ycl prove the cor.
redness ol them. All tho more credit
Is thus due him for the squate deal
glvon the negroes in this State d'irlng
his term as Governor.

If you will pardon me. I would sug¬
gest that you use a. little more dis¬
cretion In your "roasts" of the coun¬
try's prominent men. Roasting men
of the stripe of Please, of South Caro¬
lina: Davis, of Arkansas; Roosevelt, of
"big stick" fame, and Hoyburn, of
"foul tongue" fame. Is one thing, and
attempting to Influence your readers
regarding n man like Vardaman is
entirely another. It might h.0 well for
you to know, If not already aware,ihnt the people throughout our Sunny
Southland regard der.r old Virginia as
about the worst ring-ridden and gen¬
erally rotten (politically) State below
the Mdson nnd Dl.xon line. From tho
time of our famous "yellow dog fund"
to the present time, when it is an
acknowledged fnet that we have a
district In this State In which they
Vote not only dead men, but cats,
does, billygoats and even fish nnd
crabs, it would seem t.o some of yourreaders that von should be just a weo
bit more modest in your criticism of
people nnd things politico] in our
Southern States. Von can Just rest na-sur'ed of two things, that .Tnmes K.Vardaman Is going to represent thoState of Mississippi in the UnitedStates Senate and that bo will comparefavorably with Davis, uamar, Moneyand Prontlss. He will nlso makehundreds .,( our voters In the Sta'.e ofVirginia wish, we had n Viirdnmnn torepresent bur good old Virginia.

"A P.1CITMONDER."Lynchburg, Vn., July 21.

Daily Queries and Answers
Capture of JelTorsjon IJnvts.
How was Jefferson Davis captured,ami w as lie dressed In women's clothes'.'

D. K. H.President Davis left KlchmonJ afterthe surrender of General Lee and had
11 cohforonce with Oonerals Johnstonand Beauregard In tho hopo that away could bo found to continue thowar: hO mot with little encouragement, jand went to Charlotte. N. C, where h4heard of tho assassination of PresidentLincoln. Ills wife had procodod himwith a small escort, and It wns afterhe had overtaken her und encampednear Irwlnsvllle, Ga.. that tbo Wholeparty wns captured on the 10th of May,by a body of cavalry under LlOU-tepant-Colonel Prltchard. The storycirculated at the time that Davla wmdisguised in woman's clothes was: rov'e'n to be untrue. Ho was takento Port Monroe and kept In conflii'.--inent for two years, no was after¬ward ndmltted to ball, but was nevertried.

Illock Signal Syxfeni.
What Is tin; block signal system usedon railroads'.' B. G.Tlie slni|ile block signal system andthe one first In use is an arrangementby which a railroad line is dividedInto sections of equal or unequallength, as may be most convenient, andn signalman is stationed at each of thtstations. He is able to comtnUhtCatiby wire with tho slgnnlmui of the twidjaeent stations and prevent dangoof collisions by seeing that no mor.

than one train Is on one soction orMock at a time. An Improvement uponthis I». however, the automatic blocksystem, by which the signals are elec¬trically controlled and work automati¬cally. Tho signals aro so connectedand Interlocked that It Is Impossiblefor the danger Blgnul at the end of on-)block to move until the track Is clearbetween that and tho next. This te-
moves the danger due to tho fallibilityof human agencies necossary In thoslmole block system.

A Cholte-Ilore.
In Bpeuklng of shotguns 1 have heard'them spoken of as "full-choke," half-choko." etc. What I would like toknow Is, what Ib a "choke" In a gunWhereabouts in the gun Is lt. und whatmakes It full, three-quartcm or halt"choke," as the case may bo?

D. O. A-To choke-bore- a gun means to bores gun bnrrel In such a manner thatthe diameter of the bore Bhnll bo alittle less near the muzzle than atsome point bock of It than the cham¬ber, in order to concentrate tho chargeof shot when the gun Is fired.

Itazor.
Is tho word razor used in the Bible?Jl so. where? We irsk you because wohave no concordance here. O. K.The word 1." used rretiuently In the.Bible. You will Und It in Numbersvl. r., Psalms 111. 2. Judges xvl. 17; alsoJudges xill, E and in Samuel 1. 11.

ONLY SIX COPIES OF
BOOK EVER PRINTED

IIY I.A MAIIIIIIM-: DB PONTENOY.DOES any public library or privat.;collection of books In the UnitedStute* contain u book writtenby Queen Victoria's husband,tho Prince Consort, on tho subject of
Balmoral.a work dealing with the to¬
pography the botany, tho geology, tho
history and the romance of the coun¬
try? It was beautifully printed by-
one of the principal English firms, In
a manner regardless of cost, Rut byi
the prince's strict orders, only six'
copies were struck off. Curiously
enough, no trace of this book remains.
The libraries of Windsor Castle, of
Balmoral, of Buckingham Palace, and
of Sandringham have been searched
In vain. So, too, has the national)
library nt the British Museum: while
tho various libraries at Coburg and at
Gotha, at Potsdam. Berlin and Vienna,
have been ransacked for «l;o bock,
with no success whatsoever. It Is as¬
sumed that even If four of the copieshad been destroyed, two. or ever. :
must have survived, and since It can¬
not be found in Europe, It Is hopedthat some trace thereof may be found
In the Ulilted States- Any bibliophile
who cun discover a clue to the where¬
abouts of a copy of this booh will
place the reigning house of England
under obligation, as both King Georgeand Queen Mary, like King Edward
and Queen Victoria before them, have
set their heart on getting a copy of
this book, or If they cannot get a copy,
at least secure permission from the
present owner to have It reprinted.
Thw number of books written by

royal and Importal personnges. some¬
time.! by full-lledged sovereigns, and
priated'for private irculntton. Is very
much larger 'than is generally be¬
lieved. Princess Henry of Battenberg,for Instance, the mother of the Queenof Spain, has quite a number of such
Volumes to her credit. They seldom
reach public libraries, or get Into the
hrnds of strangers-, their distribu¬
tion being usually restricted to near
relatives, or to Intimate non-royalfriends, upon whose discretion and de¬
votion dependence can bo placed.
Although the present Spanish gov¬

ernment Is supposed to be at war Withthe Roman Catholic Church, and the
kingdom Is asserted to be on the
point of,breaking off all relations with
the Vatican, und of disestablishing thr
church, yet the International Eucharis¬tie Congress, which has Just been tak¬
ing place In Spain, has led to nn extra¬
ordinary manifestation of respect and
regard for the church, not only on the |part of the people, but also on that
of the very cabinet ministers who are
looked upon as its principal foes When
Cardinal Aguirre nrrlved at Madrid asPapal Legate, to preside, at the Con¬
gress, he was received by members of
the Cabinet, notably by the Minister
of War by whom he was conducted to
the royal carriages which the King had
sent for his use. Moreover, after a
Visit to the Cathedral of San Isodoro,the legate proceeded under an escottof the King's bodyguard, and accom¬
panied by the Minister of War. to the
royal palace, where he was the guestof Alfonso XIII. and of the Queen,
throughout his sojourn In the capital.
The congress was held In the groatChurch of San Francisco el Grande,

where the Infant Don Carlos welcomed
the International Congress, and es¬
pecially the legate, In the name of hisbrother-in-law, the King. At the olos:e
of the first meeting of the congress,the prime minister, Canalejns, and tho
entire, members of the Cabinet, waited
upon the legate at the royal palace,
to pay him their respects, and through¬
out the entire period of the congressIho cardinal was the object of unre¬
mitting attention on the part of the
royal family, of the prime minister, and
of Hie various authorities.
AH this has created a considerable

amount of sensation nt Rome, and
cannot but go far towards bringing
a greater amount of conciliatory
spirit Into the differences which for

tho past year have caused so muchbitterness between church and stutc.
Tho most popular member of thonew French Cabinet, and Its moststriking Individuality, Is undoubted¬ly the Miniatur of Commerco, CharlesMaurice Couyba, who was In limesgone by one of the most popular poetsof tho Cabarets, of Montmartre, whereho figured under the name of "Mau¬rice Uoukay." His poetry was exceed¬ingly witty and emusing, but not pre¬cisely proper, though characteristic ofthe life, etnlcs and morals of the Latinquarter. He adiowod himself to beInduced to publish his verrcs, which,bearing the title of "Chansons d'Am-our." are In one respect of advantagelo the minister, and In other particularsu handicap. For while they relieve( im of all suspicion of dullness and In¬tellectual mediocrity, which so oftencharacterize the occupants of high of¬fice, they arc not altogether In keen¬ing with that sense of respectabilityWhich the French bourgeois, great andsmall, expect to tlnd in the statesmenIntrusted with the guidance of thedestinies of the nation.From the cabarets of Montmartre,he grndi.atid Into Journalism, became

contributor to several Parisian news¬
papers, was elected deputy of one ofthe metropolitan districts In 1SS7. and
ten years later became a senator; In
spite of which h« still" remains ex¬
tremely Jovial, sunny tempered, and
accustomed to look nt life on its
rosiest side. He Is what the French
call "uti type."
Seldom has a French cabinet b»en

more quickly formed. Premie- Call*laux ascrlben his sp<w.d to the u«e of
fnst automobiles, which enabled him
to reach his various political advisers
and associates without delay. Hut thefact of the matter is that everythinghad been prepared in. advance byPremier Cuillnux. who,' » member ofthe Monis administration, practicallyforced his chief to resign, on the pleathat It was Impossible for hlru to-at-
tempt to administer the government ofFrance from his bed, to which he wasconfined by the Injuries that he sus¬
tained when the aeroplane swoopeddown upon him on the aviation field
outside Paris, killing the Minister of
War outright. Monis was very re¬
luct.-;!.t to resign, and was encouragedIn his obstinacy by his son. who Is
also his principal private secretary.Put ultimately Calllaux got round the
majority of his colleagues, and per¬suaded them to Join him In compellingMonis to resign, so as to enable him
to recover his health without beingharassed by the cares of office. ThatIs the reason why Calllaux has so mnnvof his fellow members of the Monis
administration In his own cabinet.Couyba has a Socialist colleague inthe Cabinet, In the Minister of PublicVVorks, Dr. Augagneur. who Is aphysician by profession, a native ofLyons, and who for several years was
governor-general of Madagascar,where he was frequently brought Into
contact with the American missionariesthere, who give a good accounL of him.

My description of the family ofCount KlelmanRegg. In the Issue ofthis paper of July the Cth, has broughtme a letter from Oak Farm, 111., con¬taining inquiries concerning CountFelix von Klelmansegg, who in issiwas serving on oru of tho Holt liners,from Liverpool to China. The onlyCount Felix Klelmansegg is n man whoin 1SS1 was about twenty-two years ofage, and who is to-day making hiehomo In South Australia, where he hasbeen married since 1SS0, to Miss SadieMclntyre, by whom he haB twodaughters. His mother, who still sur¬vives, and who is a Roman Catholic,lives at Klein Oibersdorf, In Mähren,Austria. His father, the late CountEugene Klelmansegg, died In 1S6S inthis country, to which ho hod betakenhimself owing to some financial diffi¬culty. He Is only a very distantcousin of Count Frlc Klelmansegg, theformer Premier of Austria, who has.lust laid down his office of governor ofDower Austria.
(Copyright, iftli, by the Brentwood

Company.)
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To those contemplating a foreign trip we suggest the
convenience of TRAVELERS' CHECKS or LETTER OF
CREDIT. The holding of the checks not only insures
ready money, but gives the traveler a standing in foreign
cities at all times.
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